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Paper 1

Instructions to candidates

	y Do not open this examination paper until instructed to do so.
	y Answer all the questions.
	y The maximum mark for this examination paper is [25 marks].
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Unit 3: Development

Read all the sources carefully and answer all the questions that follow.

Source A	 Adapted from “Conceptual model of sustainability”, a diagram published by 
The Open University in their Sustainable Supply Chains online course (2021).

Bearable – can the 
natural environment 
support the humans 

living in it? 

Viable – can the 
economy and 

ecological system 
exist in harmony? 

Equitable – can the 
economic wealth be 
distributed equally?

Environment

Social

Ecological Economic

Sustainable
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Turn over

Source B	 Adapted from “Acting on climate change and poverty: if we fail on one, we fail 
on the other”, an academic paper published by the Grantham Research Institute 
(2022).

Managing climate change and overcoming poverty are the defining challenges of this century. They 
are deeply interdependent: if we fail on one, we fail on the other. Poorer people are more vulnerable to 
extreme events and shocks such as health issues, natural disasters, conflicts, and economic downturns, 
and they have fewer resources to recover from them. Climate change increases the frequency and 
intensity of these events, driving people into poverty and limiting their ability to escape. Poorer people 
are also more vulnerable to the more gradual effects of climate change, including sea-level rise, land and 
forest degradation, and desertification. It is clear that inaction on climate change undermines and sets 
back equitable development.

Source C	 Adapted from “The resource curse explained”, an online text posted on the Green 
Economy Journal (2022).

The resource curse is a phenomenon that occurs when a country has an abundance of natural resources 
but cannot grow its economy. The existence of these resources becomes a burden, leading to increased 
poverty and a lack of development.

Many countries, especially developing nations like Sierra Leone, Angola, Venezuela, and Zambia, 
actually grow more slowly as a result of relying on natural resources for much of their income. Here are 
some of the drivers of the resource curse:

Poor governance1

Poor governance is a major problem in many developing countries that are rich in resources. This results 
in the mismanagement of the wealth gained from the export of the resources. Often, governments rely 
too much on funds from these resources and neglect other sectors of the economy.

Lack of transparency
The details of contracts between governments and multinational companies are often kept a secret.  
This creates a climate favourable to corruption and makes accountability very difficult to enforce.

Volatile2 prices
Unstable resource prices also make countries that become over-reliant on their natural resources 
vulnerable to economic crashes.

Civil war
Countries rich in natural resources are often vulnerable to conflict and civil war, as different groups 
compete for control of these resources. War halts and even reverses economic development. However, 
the issue is complex. Unstable governments and poor governance often create the conditions for 
civil war.

1	 governance: the act of making political decisions and policies
2	 volatile: changing rapidly and unpredictably
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Source D	

Removed for copyright reasons
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1.	 Outline what Source A says about sustainable development.� [3]

2.	 With explicit reference to Source B and one example you have studied, explain how 
environmental factors can inhibit development. � [4]

3.	 Compare and contrast how Source C and Source D view approaches to developing  
the economy. � [8]

4.	 “Development depends mostly on institutional factors.” Evaluate this view, using all the 
sources and your own knowledge.� [10]

�



Disclaimer:
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